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www.pukekohetrampingclub.org.nz 

 

 

Next meeting: 4th Dec Nov  2023 @ 7:30pm  

Venue: Anglican Church Hall, Wesley Street – Pukekohe 

 

Supper Duty:  Frances Gibbon  

Guest Speakers:   

There will be No Guest Speaker-  

But there will be a Xmas Mix n Mingle night.  

This year LADIES, you have the pleasure of providing supper. 

 

New Members – Jennifer Lynch 
 

“Where am I competition” or what am I? 

 

Barry had gruesome story to tell about with these photos in the last meeting: for those who missed the 

meeting below is the  story around this. 

https://www.sciencelearn.org.nz/resources/1435-vegetable-

caterpillar 

Vegetable caterpillar fungus specimen 

The vegetable caterpillar fungus infects the porina moth caterpillar 

and turns it into a dried mummy. 

How does this happen? 

The caterpillars of the native Aoraia dinodes or Dumbletonius 

characterifer species of moths accidentally eat the very small, 

reproductive spores of the fungus when feeding on leaf litter. The 

insides of the caterpillar form an ideal habitat for the fungus spores 

to germinate and grow. When the caterpillar retreats underground to start to form into a pupa, preparing 

to develop into a moth, the fungus starts to grow using the caterpillar’s body for food. As the fungus 

https://www.sciencelearn.org.nz/resources/1435-vegetable-caterpillar
https://www.sciencelearn.org.nz/resources/1435-vegetable-caterpillar
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grows, it forms a shell around the caterpillar’s body, and slowly the whole thing dries out. The caterpillar is 

slowly turned into a mummy and is dried and preserved in the fungal casing. 

 

As the fungus feeds from the nutrients in the caterpillar’s body, it grows and is eventually ready to 

reproduce again. It grows a small stem through the head of the caterpillar, which is the part of the body 

closest to the forest floor. The stem grows slowly until it pushes through to the forest floor. When it 

reaches the fresh air, the top of the stem thickens to develop a layer of flask-shaped structures in which 

are produced fungal spores in sets of eight, each set within a sac called an ascus. These are released into 

the atmosphere, to be inadvertently consumed by another unsuspecting caterpillar moth, and the cycle 

begins again. 

 

November saw a successful, if muddy, baiting weekend at Rangitoto Station. With just three volunteers able to attend 

in October, only one of the two lines was completed. It was great to find all that bait had been taken and there was 

still bait left along the other line, so missing a month on that line doesn’t seem to have been a big problem. Results 

from the other lines were very encouraging, Tunawaea dropped from 40% in October to 14% bait uptake, while 

Mangatutu dropped from 40% to around 10%. Hopefully, this means pest numbers are right down and we are set for 

a successful breeding season. We will find out when Rat Track Indexes are done in December. This really reinforces 

how important our bait lines are, being on the outer edges and subject to constant incursions. Next weekend is the 

last bait weekend of the season, hopefully we finish on a high, with plenty of volunteers and good weather.    

I saw a call for clubs to engage in volunteer mahi with BCT (Back Country Trust) and look at "tramp-and-work" trips, 

where they could go on one of their weekend tramping trips and also do some basic mahi with hand tools. It would 

be interesting to see if we have the skills and appetite to take on one or two of these sorts of trips next year. There is 

a post on the BCT Facebook page of a trip Auckland Tramping Club undertook earlier in the year in the Kaimanawa.  

Early in the month I attended the FMC Club Korero over Zoom. This is an opportunity to hear about what FMC has 

been doing and network with other clubs. The main conversation was around the need for clubs to re-register as 

incorporated societies under the new legislation by April 2026. We have a couple of years to do this, and resources 

seem to be coming out to support clubs in the process. There is a write up in November FMC newsletter if anyone is 

interested. The other topic of conversation was around access to tramping tracks. It was encouraging to hear that 

there is a will to open some longer tracks in the Hunuas in the future. The Wairoa-Cossey track should be opening 

soon(ish) and a detailed Kauri survey is currently being completed before public consultation begins. The next Club 

Korero will take place in February, if you have any questions you’d like put forward to FMC, submit them early to me. 

Finally, as an early Christmas present we have another track opening up with the 

Windows loop in Karangahake Gorge now fully open and rail loops expected to 

open soon. This is great news for the summer. I hope everyone has some fun 

plans to get out there over the next couple of months and I look forward to 

hearing about how they went when we start back up in the New Year. 

Stay safe everyone and have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

 

                                         President Notes 
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                                       Future Trips – Programme  
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                                                     Trip Reports  
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Day Trips:  

Small pack         Suitable footwear  

Lunch and snacks      Full drink bottle  

Rainwear         Hat (woollen or sun)  

Gloves     Small first aid kit / whistle Thermal blanket    Change of 
clothes  
Weekend Trips:  
Waterproof pack large enough to hold all your equipment and food  

Sleeping bag        Boots  

Rainwear         Warm clothing eg fleece garments, polypropylene, etc  

Woolly hat         Gloves/mittens  

Torch or headlight      Thermal longs for winter trips or if above the bushline  

Toilet gear         Plate and mug and cutlery  

Small first aid pack / whistle  

If in doubt ask the Trip Leader for advice for day, weekend or longer trips.  It is recommended for all trips that the NZ Mountain 
Safety Council’s pack liners be used.  These are available from Charlie & Joy Browne (Phone 238 7298) at a cost of $4.50 each. Use 
of Whistle:  
Please remember the whistle should be your equipment of choice to attract attention if needed.  If anybody falls behind and loses 
sight of others, feels unwell and must stop for a rest, becomes injured, etc then the agreed call to alert the Trip Leader and others 
in the party is THREE (3) LONG whistle blasts, REPEATED as necessary.  The Trip Leader and/or others in the party will respond 
with TWO (2) LONG blasts indicating they have heard and are coming to your aid.  It may be helpful in some circumstances that a 
repeat whistle blast will allow accurate location.    

Club Gear:  

All Club gear is stored at Charlie & Joy Browne’s residence, Jenkin Road, Pukekohe West.  All Club members are welcome to use 
the gear for Club and private trips (however Club trips have booking priority) – hireage to nonmembers is not encouraged.  Club 

gear is, at all times, to be returned in good, clean condition.  All losses/ damages must be reported to the Club’s Gear Custodians.  

HANDY  INFORMATION  

Monthly Club Meeting:  

The Club meets at the Anglican Church Hall, Wesley Street, Pukekohe on the first Monday of each month at 7.30pm unless 
otherwise advised.  
Annual Subscriptions:  

$25.00 single  $45.00 family (two or more) Saturday/Sunday Trips:  
Unless otherwise stated SATURDAY/SUNDAY Club trips leave from the carpark opposite McDonalds in Hall Street, Pukekohe.  
Members who wish to be picked up elsewhere must make arrangements with the Trip Leader.  Leaders must be contacted by 
Thursday night if you are going on a Sunday trip or Wednesday night for a Saturday trip.  Leaders reserve the right to refuse any 
member participation in any tramp not considered suitable. Online: with your surname as the reference and “Sub” as the code, to 
the PTC bank which is ASB Pukekohe, account number 12 3023 0324204 00 

Weekend and Longer Trips:  

Monday night is cut-off point.  Any member who does not adhere to this will miss out.  The reason for the cutoff point is to allow 
time for the Trip Leader to arrange, transport, food, bookings, etc.  

Midweek Trips:  

Contact Trip Leader for start place and time for trip.  

Clarification of Trip Leader’s Responsibilities under OSH Regulations:  

          Only PAID (ie Commercial) group leaders are under legal Health and Safety obligation to members of that group. As all Pukekohe          

Tramping Club leaders are UNPAID VOLUNTEERS, the responsibility is on ALL members of the group to observe and take responsibility 

for their own actions. 

 

Gear Requirement 
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                                    PTC Committee 2021/2022 



Edition 590 – November 2023 

10| P a g e  
 

 


