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www.pukekohetrampingclub.org.nz 

 

 

Next meeting: 7th Aug  2023 @ 7:30pm  

Venue: Anglican Church Hall, Wesley Street – Pukekohe 

 

Supper Duty:  Frances Gibbon  

Guest Speakers: This is sure to be an interesting talk from our intrepid club member John Kelsey, who has 

recently completed several overseas hikes and adventures in exotic locations. 

New Members – none  

“Where am I competition” 

 

The Where Am I photo form the July meeting created some interest and I 

have been requested to provide details for the next edition of the 
newsletter. 

The bird in question was a Bar Tailed Godwit which most people correctly 

guessed. However, the real interest in the photo was that it is clearly 

showing a green leg flag with the letters BVJ. On close inspection it will  also 
be seen to have a thin metal aerial projecting from its back end. 

The green leg flag indicates that the bird was captured and banded in Brisbane in Australia. Each country along the flyway ha s an 
individual colour, ie NZ is white. This was on its southward migration and was captured early in November 2021.  

It was anticipated that the bird would remain in Morton Bay in the Brisbane area and hence it was fitted with a solar battery  

powered satell ite transmitter so that the banders could determine where it travelled in that area. This transmitter is located on 

the birds back and hence the aerial projecting from its rear end. 

However, shortly after it was tagged it left Brisbane and flew to New Zealand. We received a report that it was in the Manuka u 

Harbour, and a friend and I went looking for it on the high tide roost near Karaka. We found the bird on the 21 st of November, not 

long after it would have arrived in New Zealand. As can be seen from the photo the bird is a l ittle skinny because it util ised its fat 
reserves in the fl ight across the Tasman Sea. 

The bird remained in the Manukau Harbour and was regularly seen up until  March 2023. It then left from New Zealand and headed  
to China and has recently moved on to its breeding grounds in Alaska. 

It will  be interesting to see if it returns to New Zealand or back to Australia. 

 

 

 



Edition 586 – July 2023 

2| P a g e  
 

 

 

Photo provided by Barry for July, he to has an interesting story to tell about this photo.  

 

 

 

President’s Report July 2023 

Very sad news this month that Kauri die-back has been found in the Kaimai ranges, which has triggered the closure of 

more tracks.  

The closures include:  

 Waitengaue Track 

 Waitengaue to Upper Waitawheta Track 

 Upper Waitawheta Track 

 Lindemann to Cashmore’s Clearing Track 

 Lindemann Loop Track 

 Wharawhara Tramway Track 

 North-South Track to Waiorongomai 

 Te Rereatukahia Hut Track 

 Wharawhara Link Track 

 North-South Track (Rereatukahia to Tuahu) 

 Tuahu Track (east) 

 Tuahu Kauri Loop Track 

 North-South Track (Tuahu to Thompsons Track) 

 Sentinel Rock Lookout Track 

 Eliza Mine Loop Track to Thompsons 

 

                                         President Notes 
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This will further restrict the tramping tracks we can access for the time being and is a reminder for us all to be sure to 

do our part to prevent further spread. Obey track closures, stay on the track and be sure to clean and disinfect 

footwear and gear at cleaning stations. There is more information on the DOC website here. The map of closures can 

be downloaded here.   

The latest FMC Backcountry magazine is in, along with FMC cards. If you have not received yours yet be sure to pick it 

up at the meeting. It was interesting reading the president’s column and his thoughts on the threats facing our 

backcountry huts and tracks as we continue to feel the effects of climate change.  There were also some interesting 

articles on the Back Country Trust and the Cyclone Gabrielle aftermath. And a couple on Zero Carbon Dreams and 

reducing the carbon footprint of recreation. A difficulty task in Auckland with the limitations of its public transport 

system and getting harder with every track closure. A worthy challenge for the next schedule though, perhaps we can 

take inspiration from our intrepid midweekers, who make ample use of whatever buses and trains are available. It is 

clear that we are all going to have to get creative and do our bit as we adapt to our changing environment.   

We are starting to plan the next schedule so do shout out if you have a trip or track on your list you ’d like included or 

that you are able to lead. We had great weather for once this weekend to climb up the Pinnacles and NIWAs outlook 

for a dryer than average August has me very optimistic we will be able to enjoy the last few weeks of this schedule.  

Take care on the tracks 

Becky 

 

https://www.doc.govt.nz/news/media-releases/2023-media-releases/kauri-disease-pathogen-found-in-kaimai-ranges/externalContentView/559a2747-7828-4bb4-a33c-3aa0726e5d18?preview_generated=true
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.doc.govt.nz/globalassets/documents/parks-and-recreation/tracks-and-walks/bay-of-plenty/kaimai-ranges-closed-tracks.pdf
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          Future Trips – Programme  
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                                                     Trip Reports  
    

Oops I forgot to add the below Waiorongomai trip to June edition.  
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Pinnacles Overnighter 29/30 July – leader Shelena Wiggill 

 We few of us ladies headed out for an overnighter to the Pinnacles hut. From the 

road end car park, we walked to the 

swing bridge to cross the Kauaeranga 

River. The first track on your right leads 

you for a 5 minutes’ walk to Billy goat 

Landing. Here we got to see  Billy goat 

Falls (180 m high).  

 

From there we followed the Webb Creek Track to Hydro Camp (roughly 2 hrs). 

Where we climbed lots of  steps that were cut into rock to make the journey 

easier for the packhorses during the kauri logging era.  

From Hydro Camp junction, we took the Pinnacles Track which climbed and sidled around a hill before following a more 

open ridge. There were  impressive views down a branch of the Tairua River and the rugged volcanic landforms of 

Tauranikau and the Pinnacles. 
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As always the Pinnacles never disappoints with spectacular views. The hut was pretty full with around 60 booked bunks 

for the evening.  

 You can see why this track is busy it offers a good challenging hike and vi ews.  

Saturday we had amazingly beautiful weather with NO RAIN for a change.  Sunday 

morning broke with Bacon and eggs for breakfast to start the day, the weather was 

however not as glorious as the day before, a bit grey and gloomy but cleared by lunch 

time.   

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Inspiring Quote of the MONTH 

“It had nothing to do with gear or footwear or the backpacking fads 

or philosophies of any particular era or even with getting from point 

A to point B. It had to do with how it felt to be in the wild. With what 

it was like to walk for miles with no reason other than to witness the 

accumulation of trees and meadows, mountains and deserts, streams and rocks, 

rivers and grasses, sunrises and sunsets. The experience was powerful and 

fundamental. It seemed to me that it had always felt like this to be a human in the 

wild, and as long as the wild existed it would always feel this way.” 

 

By Edward Abbey 
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Gear Requirement 

Day Trips:  

Small pack         Suitable footwear  

Lunch and snacks      Full  drink bottle  

Rainwear         Hat (woollen or sun)  
Gloves     Small first aid kit / whistle Thermal blanket    Change of 
clothes  
Weekend Trips:  

Waterproof pack large enough to hold all  your equipment and food  

Sleeping bag        Boots  

Rainwear         Warm clothing eg fleece garments, polypropylene, etc  

Woolly hat         Gloves/mittens  

Torch or headlight      Thermal longs for winter trips or if above the bushline  

Toilet gear         Plate and mug and cutlery  

Small first aid pack / whistle  
If in doubt ask the Trip Leader for advice for day, weekend or longer trips.  It is recommended for all  trips that the NZ Mountain 

Safety Council’s pack l iners be used.  These are available from Charlie & Joy Browne (Phone 238 7298) at a cost of $4.50 each . Use 
of Whistle:  
Please remember the whistle should be your equipment of choice to attract attention if needed.  If anybody falls behind and l oses 
sight of others, feels unwell and must stop for a rest, becomes injured, etc then the agreed call  to alert the Trip Leader an d others 
in the party is THREE (3) LONG whistle blasts, REPEATED as necessary.  The Trip Leader and/or others in the party will  respond 

with TWO (2) LONG blasts indicating they have heard and are coming to your aid.  It may be helpful in some circumstances that a 
repeat whistle blast will  allow accurate location.    

Club Gear:  

All Club gear is stored at Charlie & Joy Browne’s residence, Jenkin Road, Pukekohe West.  All  Club members are welcome to use  

the gear for Club and private trips (however Club trips have booking priority) – hireage to nonmembers is not encouraged.  Club 

gear is, at all  times, to be returned in good, clean condition.  All  losses/ damages must be reported to the Club’s Gear Custodians.  

HANDY  INFORMATION  

Monthly Club Meeting:  

The Club meets at the Anglican Church Hall, Wesley Street, Pukekohe on the first Monday of each month at 7.30pm unless 
otherwise advised.  

Annual Subscriptions:  

$25.00 single  $45.00 family (two or more) Saturday/Sunday Trips:  
Unless otherwise stated SATURDAY/SUNDAY Club trips leave from the carpark opposite McDonalds in Hall Street, Pukekohe.  
Members who wish to be picked up elsewhere must make arrangements with the Trip Leader.  Leaders must be contacted by 
Thursday night if you are going on a Sunday trip or Wednesday night for a Saturday trip.  Leaders reserve the right to refuse any 
member participation in any tramp not considered suitable. Online: with your surname as the reference and “Sub” as the code, to 

the PTC bank which is ASB Pukekohe, account number 12 3023 0324204 00 

Weekend and Longer Trips:  
Monday night is cut-off point.  Any member who does not adhere to this will  miss out.  The reason for the cutoff point is to allow 

time for the Trip Leader to arrange, transport, food, bookings, etc.  

Midweek Trips:  

Contact Trip Leader for start place and time for trip.  

Clarification of Trip Leader’s Responsibilities under OSH Regulations:  

          Only PAID (ie Commercial) group leaders are under legal Health and Safety obligation to members of that group. As all  Pukekohe          

Tramping Club leaders are UNPAID VOLUNTEERS, the responsibility is on ALL members of the group to observe and take responsibility 
for their own actions. 
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                                    PTC Committee 2021/2022 
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